
 

 

 

Report on Celebration of “Azadi Ka Amrit 

Mahotsav” by organizing Awareness Campaign to 

avoid the use of single use plastics on 8th October 

2021 at Government Senior Secondary School, 

Durgapur, Naldehra, District Shimla.  
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HP Council for Science Technology & Environment  
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The HP ENVIS Hub at Himachal Pradesh Council for Science, Technology & 

Environment (HIMCOSTE) celebrated “Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav” by 

organizing the awareness campaign to avoid the use of single use plastics on 8th 

October 2021 at Government Senior Secondary School, Durgapur, Naldehra, 

District Shimla. 

Smt. Priyanka Sharma, In-Charge ENVIS coordinated the overall programme. 

At the onset of programme she 

welcomed the Chief Guest of the 

function Sh. Sat Pal Dhiman, Joint 

Member Secretary, HIMCOSTE, Er. 

Chandan Singh, Assistant 

Environment Engineer, H.P. State 

Pollution Control Board, Sh. Randhir 

Singh Rathore, Principal, 

Government Senior Secondary 

School, Naldehra, Smt. Sushma Devi, Panchayat Pradhan, Sh. Pankaj Sharma, 

District Science Supervisor, Gram Panchayat personals, students, school 

teachers and officials of HP ENVIS Hub for attending the awareness campaign. 

She gave a brief introduction about the celebration of “Azadi Ka Amrit 

Mahotsav” by organizing the awareness campaign to avoid the use of single use 

plastics.  

After that Sh. Pankaj Sharma, Science Supervisor, Distt. Shimla gave welcome 

address. He briefed about the importance of the programme to the students. He 

also highlighted the use of single use plastics in day to day life and its harmful 

effects in future. 

Thereafter, Sh. Randhir Singh, 

Principal, Government Senior 

Secondary School, Durgapur 

emphasized about the severity of 

“Single Use Plastics” for the 

environment; special focus on the 

health of Human beings & Animals. 

He also emphasized that this problem 

is not restricted to local level but it is a 

global issue. He further informed that the plastic takes over 1000 years to 

disintegrate and decompose completely. Besides, it releases harmful chemicals, 

which dissolved into water and soil. Gradually, it is ending up in oceans and 



landfills, endangering several species. Animals around the world are dying due 

to plastic pollution, and it’s high time to take proactive action to stop this ever-

growing menace. 

Smt. Sushma Devi, Gram Panchayat 

Pradhan through her speech on 

"Single Use Plastic" made the 

students aware that how Single Use 

Plastic polluting air and soil on large 

scale. She urged that the children 

should not use chips and toffees etc. 

too much because their wrappers are 

harmful to the environment in large 

quantities, hence should be avoided. She also informed about the scheme run by 

Municipal Corporation in which single use plastic can be collected and 

deposited in Panchayat.   

Er. Chandan Singh, Assistant Environment Engineer, State Pollution Control 

Board delivered a lecture on “Single Use Plastics adopting alternatives”. In his 

lecture he apprised about the types of plastic, plastic waste generated in India 

and impact of single use plastic on environment. He told that the plastic waste 

management is the need of hour, which is drastically affecting terrestrial and 

aquatic flora and fauna. He also informed about the acts and rules made by the 

government to control the use of plastic. He informed that the Govt. of 

Himachal Pradesh on dated 1st October, 2019 has notified a policy regarding 

Buy-back of Non-recyclable and Single Use Plastic Waste including plastic 

bags in HP from rag pickers and 

households providing minimum 

support price of ₹75 per kilogram.  He 

told various methods of recycling 

plastic. He informed that at various 

places in district Sirmaur construction 

of benches, flower pots and boundary 

walls are made with polybricks 

(plastic bottles packed with used 

plastic). He also told various 

alternative steps for single use plastic.  

After that Sh. Sat Pal Dhiman, Joint Member Secretary, HIMCOSTE gave key 

note address of the programme to the participants. In his address he informed 



that the Government of India has launched a 75-week long campaign 'Azadi Ka 

Amrit Mahotsav' to celebrate the 

achievements of the country and its 

people and 4th to 10th October, 2021 

has been declared as Iconic Week by 

the Ministry of Environment, Forest 

& Climate Change, Government of 

India for organizing paradigmatic and 

impactful events. He further informed 

that keeping in view the historical 

call of the Hon'ble Prime Minister to 

phase out single use plastic by 2022; "Awareness programmes to avoid the use 

of single use plastics" has been identified as one of the themes for the Iconic 

Week celebrations. He apprised about the importance of this Iconic Week and 

emphasized not to use single use plastics. He told that the Single use disposable 

plastic items including take away containers such as cups, plates, bowls, forks, 

spoons, knives, plastic straws and stirrers, plastic bags and plastic water bottles 

are posing serious environmental problem around the world. He stressed the use 

of 3Rs i.e. Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. He exhorted the students that they 

should pledge not to use any plastic items in one entire day in a week. He also 

gave tips for reducing single use plastic consumption.  

Thereafter, the cleanliness campaign 

was organised and the plastic litter 

from the tourist place ‘Naldehra’ was 

collected and properly disposed of. 

The tourists were also made aware to 

avoid the use of single use plastic and 

not to litter here and there.  

Around 80 participants including 

school students, Teachers, other staff 

and personals from Gram Panchayat 

Naldehra attended the awareness campaign Programme.  

 

The awareness campaign was ended with vote of thanks to the Chief Guest and 

all the participants present during the campaign. 

 

 



A knowledge product (poster) was also prepared and printed by HP ENVIS Hub 

for circulation amongst the school students and staff during the programme. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Glimpses through photographs 
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